Plagiarism: What does it represent? How can it be avoided?
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What is plagiarism? 

Plagiarism means the use of ideas and thoughts of another person, without referring to the source of the information.

The student constantly faces the ideas of other persons: reads them in different texts, hears them in the courses, discusses them during lectures and integrates them in the papers he writes, in our case, in the diploma paper. In all the above mentioned cases, it is necessary to specify the source of the ideas. 
How can plagiarism be avoided?

In order to avoid plagiarism, the bibliographical references will be noted whenever mentioning: 
· Theories, ideas, opinions of some other persons; 
· Data, statistics, graphics, drawings, tables, and any other information which does not represent general knowledge
;

· Quotations or paraphrasing of the uttered or written words by someone else.

	
	Quoting

	Paraphrasing


	(
	When is quoting considered to be paraphrasing?
· When the text belongs to someone else, without proper marking (by inverted commas); 

· When the text’s source is not mentioned

Attention! The mentioned aspects represent plagiarism, not only taken as a whole but also independently. 

For example, not using the inverted commas for the quoted words, even if the author mentions the source.
	When is paraphrasing plagiarism?

· Some words and sentences have been changed, being replaced by similar phrase; 

· Some words have been erased from or inserted in the original text (fact that words were erased lead to altering the sense);

· only the order of the sentences and of different structures  has been changed;

· the author has omitted the mentioning of the ideas’ source. 

Attention ! The mentioned aspects represent plagiarism, not only taken as a whole but also independently. 

	(
	How can we quote correctly?

-the directly taken text must be indicated by inserting inverted commas, specifying the bibliographical note of the source including the page number in the original text.
	When is a paraphrasing accepted as being correct?

-the author accurately but with his own words gives the information contained in the original text and mentions exactly the source, referring to the place where the presented or mentioned information can be found. 


The Internet
The Internet has become a source of information used by the students. Considering the avoidance of this source plagiarism, the same rules are applied, depending on the used materials: 

-when we refer to different ideas/notions, by means of description, it is necessary to specify exactly the source (including the web page where the material can be found and the date of its accessing).    

-when we use/quote phrases from different texts from internet pages, it is necessary to mark them by inverted commas and accurately mention the entire bibliographical source.  

Methods of avoiding plagiarism
1.Use the inverted commas for everything that comes from another text. Pay attention when you take notes – if you don't write the down then, it will be much more difficult to find them later or you will not remember what belongs to you and what you have taken from another text.  

2. Paraphrase, being sure that you do not only rearrange the words and you replace them with synonyms. How? Read carefully the idea and then write it down using your own words. Compare it to the original one, making sure that you do not use the same words and structures, but having the information accurately. 

In order to avoid problems regarding plagiarism, the University of Oradea has created, on the page of the Ethical Committee, the search button ”Means of Prevention” where you can download for free, a program entitled "detectareplagiat.ro" using the link: http://detectareplagiat.ro/descarca_gratuit.php. 
�Information that can be found in different sources and are known by the majority of people.  


Example: The presence of Coca-Cola company in different countries is a result of the globalisation


 (This is a something known by the general public, so it does not need reference of the source.)


Any other information, affirmation or interpretation will be sustained with bibliographical references)


�The use od another persons”s words. When you quote someone, you use inverted commas and you mention the source, according to the specification in Appendix no. to the present methodology.  


�The use of somebody else’s words by reformulating with own words. This is, probably, the procedure used mostly to incorporate information from different sources in your own paper.  


Although you use your own words, the source must be mentioned.  





